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sacrificed. (See Fig. 29.) On the other hand, too great
flexibility makes a floppy book that won't retain its
shape or support the weight of the leaves.

FIG. 29

Generally fine bindings for normal books should have
the leather attached directly to the backs of the sections,
although for heavy books an underlining of leather is
sometimes required. Sometimes, however, exceptional
books are best bound with a hollow back without pro-
jecting bands and with a Trench joint5. It is difficult and
sometimes impossible for the binder to get a well-shaped
flexible back on a book that has irregular-sized sections,
or that is printed on paper too thick and stiff for the
size of the pages. The back of a book should be flexible
enough to allow the leaves to open, yet firm enough to
keep its shape and prevent the leaves from sagging.

Headbands

These should be worked with silk over vellum or gut and
should be firm. They should be a little lower than the
height of the squares.